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Ibn al-*‘Awwamd& Kitab al-filaha: A Study of the Concept of “Islamic

Garden”

Abstract

A lot of studies on Islamic Gardens in foreign languages have emerged recently, while on the other
hand studies of that nature in Arabic language remained so scarce. These foreign studies have
selected ideal models based on particular locations and historic contexts, as they were focusing on
Andalusia, Farsi and Indian heritage. This trio has formed the main source for a typical imagination
of what is called “Islamic Garden”. As for historical Arabic resources available, which talks about
Islamic Gardens, it tends to be awkward and strange among new research contexts. It did not talk
about gardens in a modern style. Resources written in Arabic that discussed gardens’ design are
quite few. Also, those who talked and wrote about gardens and landscaping, among which are
novelists farmers, historians and religious scholars have got various interests and backgrounds. This
also made acronyms used in these resources seem to be different in its nature and indication than
modern ones. However, there is still a shortage in Arabic synonyms that can express moral aspect of
new acronyms. There is also a shortage in intellectual tools necessary to help understand Arabic
history resources with a less amount of distortion and confusion. In this study we will try to
understand the concept of “Islamic Garden” through a famous and important text written by an
Andalusian farmer named “Ibn al-‘ Awwam al-Ishbil1”. His book is titled “Kitab al-filaha”, ‘Book of
Agriculture’. Through this study we will try to trace the method he used talking about Gardens in
Andalusia, the intellectual and theoretical atmosphere in which the text is roaming around, the
terminology used by the author as he talked about gardens, and the kind of speech in which he
presented his thoughts and experience in setting up and organizing the garden, as well as analyzing
the text and deducing the approach used in Andalusia for gardens design with regards to assigning
plants and trees locations, distances between them, and how appropriate or otherwise they were
fitting with each other. All of this will give us a perspective of the designing method used during
that era.

Keywords Garden, Islamic, Landscape, Kitab al-filaha, Ibn al-‘Awwam
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